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02 March 2005

Senator Jay Rockefeller
405 Capitol Street, Suite 508
Charleston, WV 25301-1749

Dear Senator Rockefeller,

Areyou familiar with BASE jumping and Bridge Day at the New River Gorge Bridge in Fayetteville, West
Virginia? It just so happens that I'm a seasoned BASE jumper as well as the official BASE Jumping Coordinator
for Bridge Day since 2003. In anutshell, | organize the parachuting portion of Bridge Day by bringing in the 450+
jumpers from around the world. Did you know that each year jumpers travel from as far away as Norway and
Chinajust to make asingle lega parachute jump from our magnificent bridge? Unfortunately, we are only
permitted to jump for six hours each year and | need your help in extending our jumping window.

| grew up in Morgantown, went to college at WV U for mechanical engineering, and now currently work in the
Alan B. Mollohan Innovation Center for Electronic Warfare Associates (EWA GSl) as a senior engineer designing
enclosures for military projects. Despite what many people think, I’'m not crazy and neither are my fellow
parachutists. Rather, I'd like othersto look at me as someone who enjoys life more than the average person. Most
people can only dream about things like BASE jumping — others consider it as alifestyle.

Parachutists are alocated only six (6) hours a year to jump from the New River Gorge Bridge and parachutists

are the main attraction at Bridge Day. Over 250,000 people have attended Bridge Day during that small six hour
window in past years. Why do West Virginiaand the local communities smply wave goodbye to al these
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